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Re  BUairtel  to  SAC,  Mobile  dated  2/12/64 


The  following  oarsons  have  been  Interviewed? 


llftil&e  CQU 

establish  the  fact  that  an  ex?T?5S?Wr  had  occurred  as  described, 
although  there  was  information  to  indicate  an  explosion  had 
occurred  as  described. 


This  information  will  be  set  out  in  detail  in  the 
next  report  submitted  in  this  case.  None  of  the  persons  inter- 
viewed were  able  to  furnish  pertinent  Information  relative  to 
bombings  that  have  occurred  that  can  be  associated  with  racial 
matters. 


3 -Bureau  (AM) 


\f 


a 


^ FEB  24  1954 


Cl?: 

Approved 


M 


Special  Agent  in  Charge 


Sent 


.M  Per 
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COMli^UN^iiONS, 


FEB  22 1964  p^ 

teletype 


FBI  WASH  DC 


FBI  3IRMGHAM 


5-51  PK  CST  URGENT  2-22-64  HEP 
TO  DIRECTOR  (157-1025) 

FROM  BIRMI^GVIAM  (157-352)  3P 
< ' 'BAPBOMBi"'  DAILY  SUMMARY. 


'Mr.  no-iK_ 
Kr.  Eu;::van 
Mr=  Tavel  _ 
Mr.  Tr^rtcr- 
Tele.  Koom_ 
Miss  Hilmes. 


Mis/^ir:dy_ 


P iJ 


END  PAGE  ONE 
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PAGE  THREE. 


ADDITIONAL  CONTACTS  HAVE  BEEN  MADE  AND  INVESTIGATION  CONTINUING 
RE  THIS  PHASE  OF  THE  INVESTIGATION. 


FBI  WASH  DC 


OrrtOMAL  FOirV  NO.  1ft 

MA\  |«Bt  corrioN 


TO  : 

subject: 


eu  GEN.  REG.  HD.  D 'V 

UNITED  STATES  GO\  LNMENT 

Memorandum 


Director,  FBI  (157” 1025)  date:  2/24/64 


SAC,  New  Orleans  (157-1294) 


^ UNSUBS j BMiMn£^J?X_3-6th  Street 
^■'Baptist  Church,  Blrmlnghaxa, 
Alabama,  9/15/63 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


Set  forth  below  is  a list  of  names  and 
addresses  of  individuals  intervievjed  regarding  captioned 
matter  who  have  either  been  Identified  as  Klan  members 
or  members  of  the  National  States  Rights  Party.  Also 
included  on  this  list  are  the  identities  of  the  bombing 
suspects  lntervlev;ed. 

All  of  these  persons  advised  that  they  had  net 
been  to  Birmingham,  Alabama,  they  could  furnish  no 
Information  regarding  captioned  matter  nor  could  they 
furnish  any  suspects. 


The  purpose  of  submitting  these  names  to  the 
Bureau  and  Birmingham  is  for  Indexing  purposes  in  line 
with  instructions  received  from  the  Birmingham  Office 
at  the  inception  of  this  investigation. 

; i I / 

Members  of  the  Original  Knights 
of  the  Ku  Klux  Klan 
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SPOT  CHECK  OVER  WEEKEND  REFLECTS  NO  UNUSUAL  ACTIVITY  ON  PART 


X 


rC  XiR  ROSEN 


icuSvAi  sifS?-.:' • -T..-  .. 

U.  S. 

C0MMUNJCA7(()!ys  §£Qjjo;y 


f Jk^clson.!:^ 

i Mr.  Eelmonf^^ 

j Mr.  Mohr 

Mr.  Casper 

I Mr.  Cal'than 

Mr,  Ctir.rad  ^ 


f'BI  WASH  DC 


FBI  BIRMGHAM 


MAR  4 I9o4 

teletype 


jAJh^ 


iur.  g.-¥atis  j 

Mr.  Gab 

Mr.  Rostn  ^7^ 

Mr.  Su'"vaTi^ 

Mr.  Tav  1 

Mr-  :■-■■  . .._ 

[ Tele.  Room 

I M^  H , 

iWss  Gattdy 


H:  1235  AM  URGENT -3-4-64^  GDM 

S3  :i  -2 

3 TO  DIRECTOR  (I5T-1025;£ 
i FROM  BIRMINGHAM  C 157-352)  IP 

! BjaunrcaAv"  bombing  case 

^ ' CB^PBOMB,-  DAILY  SUMMARY.  3-3-S4 


7iT\  > 


"Thomas  e,  blanton,  sr.,  surveilled  during  the  day,  nothing 


UNUSUAL  NOTED. 


TO  SOUTH  ALABAjJIA" FLORIDA. 


CHAMBLISS  IS  ON  BUSINESS  TRIP 

, I /WAR  5 )9s, 


END  CORRAL I NE  FOUR 


END  WA 


Ll»*  ■' 


SHD  "THOMAS"  LINE.5  WD-2  SHD  BI 


FBI  WASH  DC 


r y 


68  MAR  9 igEf 

cc-wiR-RoseK 
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R*pcrtlns  Offlc* 

BIRMINQHAM 


orric*  of  ori|iB 

BIRJIINQHAW 


riiLC  or  CMC 

i 

4 ^^ynjUKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMdaNG  of  SiATifiifiNTH  Stheet 
" ^ BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BIRMINGHAM, 
ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 


Synepa IG : 

REFERENCE t 
LEADS: 


h 


l_coples 

BOMBING  MATTERS 


1 or  revic'-j  at  iij :l>q  by 


Report  of  SA 
Birmingham,  A] 


;ama. 


. “str 

{SseE'jfilp  ^j!E2-1172901 

dated  1/29/64, 


Will  continue  to  handle  leads  In  expeditious  manner, 
setting  out  those  leads  for  other  offices  by  the  Indicated 
communication  and  handling  the  leads  In  the  Birmingham  Office 
as  they  are  developed. 

MOBILE  (INFORMATION) 

An  Information  copy  Is  designated  for  the  Mobile 
OiTlce  due  to  the  reciprocal  Interest  In  racial  and  Klan 
matters  with  the  Birmingham  Division.  ^|_|_  INFOR'/iATlQi^  CONTAINEQ  Hi 

ADMINISTRATIVE: 


HERLIi:  13  Ui’CLASSlFIED 


Hie  negative  Information  recelv 
Investigation  of  leads  In  this  matter  Is  not  being  set  forth 

1:11119  TiOTmi.l'.  niKa  ma  4-avi1  o 1 4 4n  4>V4  b 


eBUlt  o'f^ — tU 


JLASV,  «LtA  WA^D 


y;-  Bureau  (157-1025)-RM  4^ 

\ 1 - Mobile  (157-416)-/^^ 

i ^ -V 

4 - Birmingham  fl57-:?52^ 

; , w 

f fC.  n . h -rf'.  ..... 

mwmt 

mm 

f ^ / 

* MAR  ^7964 

l/?V 

A r 

0.A1.. 

' ■ -.A  w r— : — 

\ . . 

U 


;vi 


Pr.,.rt,  »f  Pil  - Tkl.  r.p.rt  l.  l.aa.d  to  j.u  *jr  th.  rii.  •»«  ii.itb«r  it  ..r  it.  ..•t.Bt. 
tk*  t.  *bl«h  1.U.4, 


tr  u.  s.  covonMCNT 


not  reflect  all  investigation  conducted  prior  to  February  5#  1964, 
There  Is  some  overlapping  of  investigative  periods  reported  herein 
which  has  occurred  prior  to  submission  of  referenced  report. 

Close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  Jefferson  County 
Sheriff's  Office  and  Birmingham  police  Department,  both  of  which 
are  cooperative  and  vitally  Interested  in  the  solution  of  this 
case. 

Frequent  contacts  have  been  maintained  with  Informants 
in  this  case  and  that  infoitnatlon  they  have  furnished  that  is 
considered  pertinent  is  being  set  forth  on  the  administrative 
pages  of  this  report. 


Numerous  spot  surveillances  have  been  conducted  on  the 
suspects  in  this  case.  No  Information  that  is  considered  pertinent 
has 


Investigation  conducted  relative  to  any  of  the  bombings 
that  have  occurred  In  Birmingham  is  being  reported  in  this  case. 


The  New  Orleans  Office  advised  by  communication  dated 
February  24,  1964,  the  identities  of  Klan  members,  National 
States  Rights  Party  members,  and  bombing  suspects  who  had  been 
contacted  in  that  Division,  The  list  is  being  maintained  in 
the  file. 


B 

COVER  PAGE 


BH  157-352 


By  coDimunlcatlon,  dated  January  31«  1964,  the  Savannah 
Division  furnished  a list  of  Klansmen  Interviewed  in  connection 
with  this  Investigation.  No  pertinent  Information  was  developed 
during  these  Interviews.  The  Identities  of  the  Individuals  Inter 
viewed  are  being  maintained  In  the  files.  The  originals  of  the 
FD-302's  are  maintained  In  the  Savannah  file  of  this  case. 
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FROM  BIRMINGHAM  157-3527  P 


MOBILE  TELETYPE  MARCH  FIFTH,  SIXTYFOUR,  TO  JACKSONVILLE  AND 

L'n!;no'.vn  Sul;|ect 

BIRMINGHAM  ENTITLED  ’UmStJ?',  DYNAMITING  OF  RESIDENCE  OF  IONA 


GODFREY,  THREE  T VO  FIVE  NINE  GILMORE  ST.,  JACKSONVILLE,  FLA., 


PAGE  TWO  BH  157-352 

NUMBER  ONE.  BAPBOMB,  THE  BOMBING  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH  STREET 
BAPTIST  CHURCH  IN  BIRMINGHAM,  TOOK  PLACE  AT  TENTWENTY  A.K., 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEEN,  SIXTYTHREE,  AND  SECONDLY  A PRIME 
SUSPECT  IN  BAPBOMB,  ROBERT  E.  CHAMBLISS,  IS  EMPLOYED  AS  A TRUCK 
DRIVER  BY  rebuilt  AUTO  PARTS  COMPANY,  NINE  NINETEEN  THIRD  AVENUE 
SOUTH,  BIRMINGHAM,  TELEPHONE  NUMBER  THREE  TWO  TWO  DASH  THREE  FIVE 
SEVEN  NINE,  RESIDES  AT  TWO  FIVE  ZERO  FIVE  THIRTYSECOND  AVENUE 

NORTH,  BIRMINGHAM,  TELEPHONE  NUMBER  THREE  TWO  THREE  DASH  FIVE 
ONE  FOUR  ZERO. 

ON  SEPTEMBER  fWENTYFIFTH,  SIXTYTHREE,  AT  ONE  THIRTY  A.M., 

AN  EXPLOSION  POSSIBLY  CAUSED  BY  TWO  TO  THREE  STICKS  OF  DYNAMITE, 

TOOK  PLACE  AT  SIXTEEN  ZERO  ONE  CENTER  STREET  SOUTH,  BIRMINGHAM. 

IN  THIS  INSTANCE  THERE  WERE  ACTUALLY  TWO  EXPLOSIONS,  THE  FIRST 
POSSIBLY  BEING  A SMALL  EXPLOSION  DESIGNED  TO  ATTRACT  PERSONS  TO 
THE  AREA,  AND  THE  SECOND  TEN  TO  FIFTEEN  MINUTES  LATER  BEING  THE 
MAJOR  EXPLOSION  AND  SCATTERING  SHRAPNEL  THROUGHOUT  THE  NEIGHBORHOOD. 

THE  LARGEST  METAL  FRAGMENTS  RECOVERED  IN  THE  AREA  OF  THE  SHRAPNEL 
BOMB  WERE  TWO  FRAGMENTS  THAT  APPEARED  TO  BE  PORTIONS  OF  A CLUTCH  PLATE. 


DIAGRAM  OF  THE  CLUTCH  PLATE  IS  SET  FORTH  ON  PAGE  SIX 


OF  A BAPBOMB  REPORT  OF  SPECIAL  AGEN 


DATED 


NOVEMBER  FIFTEEN,  sOIXTYTHREE,  AT  BIRMINGHAM,  WHICH  IS  BEING  'V 

forwarded  to  JACKSONVILLE,  LOGAN,  INCIDENTALLY,  IS  A JACKSONVILLE 
AGENT  WHO  WORKED  IN  BIRMINGHAM  ON  THE  BAPBOMB  SPECIAL,  IS  REGULARLY 
ASSIGNED  JACKSONVILLE,  AND  PREPARED  NUMEROUS  REPORTS  AND  IS  VERY 
CONVERSANT  WITH  THE  BAPBOMB  CASE. 

IT  WOULD  BE  OF  INTEREST  TO  KNOW  WHETHER  THE  AUTO  BARGAIN  CENTER 


DURING  THE  PERIOD  OF  EMPLOYMENT  01 


lAD  OCCASION  TO 


PURCHASE,  SELL,  REPAIR  OR  OTHERWISE  DEAL  IN  ANY  MANNER  WITH  A 


MIGHT  HAVE  A CLUTCH  PLATE  OF  THE  TYPE  DESCRIBED  ON  HAND.  IT 
} MIGHT  ALSO  BE  OF  INTEREST  TO  KNOW  WHETHER  THE  AUTO  BARGAIN  CENTER 


3 


PAGE  FOUR  157-352 

OR  ANY  COKPANY  DOING  WORK  FOR  THE  AUTO  BARGAIN  CENTER  DURING 
AUGUST  OR  SEPTEMBER  HAS  A PURCHASE  ORDER  OR  SALES  ORDER  BEARING 
THE  DESCRIPTION  OF  THE  CLUTCH  ASSEMBLY  NUMBERS  DESCRIBED  HEREIN. 

CHAMBLISS  HAS  A REGULAR  RUN  THAT  HE  MAKES  FOR  HIS  EMPLOYER 
WHICH  COVERS  SOUTHEAST  ALABAMA  AND  EXTENDS  INTO  THE  JACKSONVILLE 


I 


AS  A DELIVERYMAN.  IN  THE  COURSE  OF  INVESTIGATION  OF 
IT  APPEARS  THAT  EVERY  EFFORT  SHOULD  BE  MADE  TO  DETERMINE  HIS 
WHEREABOUTS  ON  THE  FOLLOWING  SPECIFIC  DATES  AND  TIMES- 

ONE.  ON  SATURDAY,  MAY  ELEVEN,  SIXTYTHREE,  AT  ELEVEN  P.M., 

WHEN  AN  EXPLOSION  CAUSED  BY  POSSIBLY  SIX  STICKS  OF  DYNAMITE,  TOOK 
PLACE  AT  RESIDENCE  OF  THE  REVEREND  A,  D.  W.  KING,  SEVEN  TWO  ONE 
TWF.L>'TH  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM. 

TWO.  ON  SATURDAY,  MAY  ELEVEN,  SIXTYTHREE,  AT  ELEVEN 
FIFTYEIGHT  P.M,,  WHEN  AN  EXPLOSION  OF  POSSIBLY  SIX  STICKS  OF 
DYNAMITE  TOOK  PLACE  AT  THE  GASTON  MOTEL,  FIFTH  AVENUE  NORTH  AND 
FIFTEENTH  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM.  (EARLIER  ON  MAY  ELEVEN,  SIXTYTHREE, 
THERE  WAS  A PUBLIC  KLAN  RALLY  IN  THE  NEARBY  BESSEMER  AREA  ON  THE 
OUTSKIRTS  OF  BIRMINGHAM,  AND  IT  WOULD  BE  OF  INTEREST  TO  KNOW  WHETHER 
FATTENDED  THIS  RALLY.) 
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THREE.  ON  TUESDAY,  AUGUST  TWENTY,  SIXTYTHREE,  AT  NINE 
TWENTYFIVE  P.M.,  WHEN  AN  EXPLOSION  CAUSED  BY  ESTIMATED  TWO  STICKS 
OF  DYNAMITE  TOOK  PLACE  AT  RESIDENCE  OF  ARTHUR  SHORES,  A NEGRO 
ATTORNEY,  TEN  TWO  ONE  NORTH  CENTER  STREET,  BIRMINGHAM, 

FOUR.  ON  WEDNESDAY,  SEPTEMBER  FOUR,  SIXTYTHREE,  AT  NINE 
THIRTYSIX  P.M.,  WHEN  EXPLOSION  POSSIBLY  CAUSED  BY  ESTIMATED  TWO 
STICKS  OF  DYNAMTIE  TOOK  PLACE  AT  AFOREMENTIONED  RESIDENCE  OF 
ARTHUR  SHORES. 

FIVE.  REGARDING  BAPBOMB  ON  SEPTEMBER  FIFTEENTH,  AS  MENTIONED 
HEREIN. 

SIX.  REGARDING  THE  SHRAPNEL  BOMBING  ON  SEPTEMBER  TVJENTYFIFTH, 

AS  MENTIONED  HEREIN, 

AS  ONE  ADDITIONAL  ITEM  FOR  POSSIBLE  CONSIDERATION  IN 
DETERMINING  TRAVELS  OR  WHEREABOUTS  DURING 

AFOREMENTIONED  PERIOD,  IT  IS  SUGGESTED  THAT  JACKSONVILLE  AND  MOBILE, 
IN  WHICHEVER  INSTANCE  IS  APPLICABLE,  REVIEW  ALL  OF  THE  PAYROLL 
CHECKS  RECEIVED  BY^I^^^^FROM  VARIOUS  EMPLOYERS  AND 
EXAMINE  THE  CANCELED  PAYROLL  CHECKS  TO  DETERMINE  WHEN  AND  WHERE 
EACH  CHECK  WAS  CASHED  OR  DEPOSITED  ByHBI^^IF  EXAMINATION 
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IT  IS  ALSO  SUGGESTED  THAT  EVERY  EFFFORT  BE  MADE  TO  OBTAIN  A 
C0I:PLZTE  LIST  OF  VEHICLES  EITHER  OWNED  BY  OR  AVAILABLE  TO 
INCLUDING  THOSE  MADE  AVAILABLE  BY  ASSOCIATES  OR  EMPLOYERS,  SO  THAT 
BIRMINGHAM  MAY  BE  PROVIDED  A LIST  THEREOF  FOR  POSSIBLE  INVESTIGATIVE 
USE  IN  BIRMINGHAM. 

ADDITIONAL  PHOTOGRAPHS,  INCLUDING  COLORED  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  THE 
PRIME  SUSPECTS  IN  BAPBOMB  ARE  BEING  SENT  TO  JACKSONVILLE  FOR  USE  ^ 


IN  INTERVIEW  01 


AS  HE  MIGHT  BE  ABLE  TO  IDENTIFY  THE 


PHOTOGRAPH  WHEREAS  HE  MAY  NOT  RECALL  SPECIFIC  NAMES.  IT  WOULD 


BE  OF  PARTICULAR  INTEREST  TO  KNOW  WHETHER 


AT  ANY  TIME 


u 


’3 
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HAD  ANY  CONTACT  WITH  ROBERT  E.  CHAMBLISS. 

JACKSONVILLE  AND  MOBILE  ARE  ALREADY  IN  POSSESSION  OF 
CONSIDERABLE  BACKGROUND  INFORMATION  REGARDING  THE  BAPBOMB  CASE. 


ADniTTriMfll  RTTPHRTQ.  TnCrTUlTD  UTTU  PUnTrtrjOA  PUC  APT  OPTMr!  OVMT  Tft 


JACKSONVILLE  TODAY.  THE  JACKSONVILLE  OFFICE  BEING  OFFICE  OF  ORIGIN 

IN  CASE  ENTITLED  1UJ55B5,  DYNAMITIN(3  OF  RESIDENCE  OF  IONA 

GODFREY,  iTEC.,  IS  IN  THE  MOST  ADVANTAGEOUS  POSITION  TO  EVALUATE  INFORMA- 

( 

TIONpN  HAND  WITH  THE  MATERIAL  HEREIN  AND  SET  FORTH  SPECIFIC  LEADS  TO 
INSURE  THAT  EVERY  FACET  OF  THIS  MATTER  IS  FULLY  EXPLORED  WITH  RESPECT  TO 
POSSIBLE  IMPLICATION  OF  ROSECRANS  IN  BAPBOmJ'. 

BIRMINGHAM  STILL  SENDING  DAILY  TELETYPE  BAPBOMB  SUMMARY  TO 
BUREAU  AND  FOR  THAT  REASON  JACKSONVILLE  AND  MOBILE  REQUESTED  TO 
SUTEL  BUREAU  AND  BIRMINGHAM  ANY  PERTINENT  DEVELOPMENTS  ON  DAILY 
BASIS  30  THAT  SUCH  DEVELOPMENTS  MAY  BE  CONSIDERED  A PART  OF  DAILY 
BAPBOMB  SUMMARY  FOR  DIRECTOR. 

'ND 

OTHERS  TO  BE  ADV 


FBI  WASH  DC 
CLR 


CC  -WR,  ROSEN  V 


rD-36  (Rar.  12-13-56) 


u 


F B I 

Date:  3/6/64 


Transmit  the  following  In 
Via  AIRTEL 


{Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority  or  Itetkod  of  MtUling) 


I 


TO 

FROM 

SUBJECT 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

SAC,  MOBILE  ( 157-416) (P) 

"cr- 

BAPBOMB 


r“ 


Re  BirT.'i'.ncham  airtel  to  Mobile,  1/16/64;  Mobile  alrtel 
the  Bureau,  2/3/64;  and  Bureau  airtel  to  Mobile,  2/12/64. 


Transmitted  herev.’ith  f orth^Jurg^^^^one  copy  of 
FD-302  reflecting  interview  with^lHHIlHHHHBihat  Marion, 
Alabama.  Transmitted  for  Birmingham  are  8 copies  of  this 
FD-302,  for  incorporation  in  their  next  report  in  captioned 
matter,  and  also  the  pink  sheet  reflecting  intervlev:  with 

and  descriptive  information  con- 
cernlhg  him.  'AS  noted.,^^mB|prwould  not  allow  a photograph 
to  be  obtained  at  the  tim^oi^mxervlev/,  or  a photograph  of 
his  vehicle  to  lje\obtained.  As  shown  on  the  pink  sheet  trans- 
mitted to  Birmlhgham,  it  is  noted  that  his  vehicle  was  a I96I 
Chgvru^t,  soli^  white  in  color,  bearing  1964  Alabama  license 
He  stated  that  he.vjas  photographed  when  arrested 
or^tTi^chargeE  Ac  Tuscaloosa,  Alabama,  and  a photograph  of 
him  could  be.^eAvred  from  local  authorities  at  Tuscaloosa, 
if  Birrainghayi  desires  . 


(Tj-  Bureau 


Birml 


(EnCs . 9) 


rec-4?  S 


z: 


Special  Agent  in  Charge 


Sent 


^mar“9 
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CARU  EIO.I  OTT,  ALABAMA.  CHAIRMAN 

«»»*".  Rj,  ajuoMca  j.  BiiowH,  erf* 
«OMI  r.  MIULOt,  CMJF.  JOHN  ■.  AHDAWM.  ILL.  b 

MILVIM  RMCB.  ill.  JAHU  C.  CLEVELAND  V / 

PHIL  M.  LAKMUM.  OA,  PATWCK  MtHOH  MARTIH.'^»L(F. 

OOMKinU  OPPKSEi  HO  IM)tPIMI»«E  AVS.  IW.  (STIDP  Ml) 

tblcpmmei  woimi  iMm 

"ODERI  L.  HOPPER,  ETAPP  IMIlECraR 


Select  (Ummmiiee  oat  (H 

^tmsc  of  of  % ^bie» 

<H«n®ww 

? \A  j Mr. 

Jferch  2,  1964  ^ 


't 

\ 

X 

Honorable  J.  Edgar  Hoover 

Director 

'i: 

\ 

> 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 

X 

V. 

■feshington  25,  D.  C. 

L 

V 

Dear  Mr.  Director: 

X 

V 

I vjould  appreciate  having  a status  report  on  ' 

s 

'l. 

i/he  progress  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation’s 

\ 

\ 

\ 

inquiry  into  the  church  bombing  at  Birmingham  last  year 

\ 

Vith  varn  personal  regards,  I am 

Sincerely  yours. 


Mr.  Casixrr^. 

Mr.  Cil^ 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr.^ans. 

Mr.  Ca;= 

Mr.  r.cr.rr 

Mr.  f-Jiilvan 

Mr.  Tavel 

Mr.  Trr.ttcr 

I TCM.  R-Wm  — 

’ Mirt  :: 

Miss  Gaady 
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Carl  Elliott 
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A.- 
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UNITED  STATES  GC  ^ ,RNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. 

A. 


DATE:  March  4,  1964 


SUBJECT:  CONCaElESSMAH  CARL  ELLIOTT 

(DEMOCRAT  - ALABAMA) 

REQUEST  FOR  INFORHATIQM  CONCERNING 
BIRMINGHAM  CHURCH  BOMBING 


SufUvan 

Tovel  

Trottar 

Tate,  Room  . 

Kolmac 

Gan/\ , 


Congressman  Carl  Elliott,  Democrat,  Alabama,  vitb 
whom  we  have  enjoyed  cordial  relations,  has  advised  by  letter 
of  3/2/64  he  would  appreciate  having  a ^status  report  on  the 
progress  of  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation's  inquiry  Int^ 
the  church  bombing  at  Birmingham  last  year," 

Relations  with  Congressman  Elliott;  f 

On  3/12/63  the  Director  met  Congressman  Elliott  at 
which  time  Congressman  Elliott  stated  his  purpose  in  calling  was 
to  pay  his  respects  to  Mr.  Hoover  whom  he  considers  one  of  the 
country's  greatest  men.  Following  his  visit,  Congressman  Elliott 
furnished  a copy  of  his  newsletter  to  his  constituents  in  which 
he  praised  Mr,  Hoover  and  the  FBI,  and  In  which  the  photograph  of 
Elliott  shaking  hands  with  the  Director  appeared,  along  with  the 
statement,  "1  only  wish  that  every  Alabamian  could  have  the 
opportunity,  as  I did,  to  be  personally  briefed  by  Mr,  Hoover 
on  the  Communist  conspiracy,"  From  time  to  time  through  personal 
contact  by  Mr,  DeLoach's  Office,  we  have  furnished  Congressman 
Elliott  literature  on  communism  for  use  In  his  speeches,  and  he 
was  presented  an  autographed  copy  of  the  Director's  book  "A  Study 
of  Communism"  In  January,  1963, 

Data  Regarding  Request; 

^ Congressman  Elliott,  of  course,  refers  to  the  bombing 

whlch,.took  place  Sunday  morning,  »/i5763,  in  which  our  esct^hslve 
Investigation  has  Indicated  Klansmen  Robert  E.  Chambliss  and 
Thomas  E.  Blanton  were  Involved,  The  Director  has  personally 
informed  the  Attorney  General  of  the  publicity-seeking  action  of 
the  Alabama  Highway  Patrol  which  hasqpered  our  investigation 
through  their  arrest  of  our  suspects  9/29-10/1/63  ndthout  any 

1 - Mr.  Mohr  ^ 


HET:cag 
- ■rtf 


_ ■ 


<») 


Henorandtm  to  Ur.  Belnont 
RE:  COKGRESSHAN  CARL  ELLIOTT 


real  evidence.  Extensive  investigation  has  shovn  a lack  of 
the  necessary  evidence  of  interstate  transportation  of  an 
explosive  to  permit  Federal  prosecution,  however,  we  are 
continuing  to  press  this  Investlgatlos  for  a possible 
prosecutable  violation. 

The  Department  authorized  the  SAC,  Birmingham,  to 
appear  before  the  Federal  (brand  Jury  in  session  at  Birmingham 
in  February,  1964,  in  response  to  a request  by  Federal  Judge 
Clarence  Allgood  for  information  as  to  developments  in  this 
case.  The  SAC,  Birmingham,  was  instructed  to  confine  his  remarks 
to  this  statement:  **That  this  Bureau  initiated  extensive 

investigation  at  the  very  outset  of  the  case,  that  we  are 
continuing  to  exert  all-out  effort  to  bring  this  matter  to  a 
I logical  conclusion,  that  we  have  cooperated  with  local  authorities 
I throughout  investigation  and  are  continuing  to  cooperate,  that  we 
have  conducted  thousands  of  interviews,  that  we  have  conducted 
extensive  technical  examinations  of  various  types  of  material 
1 which  may  have  a bearing  upon  the  ultimate  solution  of  the  case 
through  the  facilities  of  the  FBI  Laboratory  and  Identification 
Divisions.'*  SAC,  Birmingham,  was  Instructed  that  no  specific 
details  or  suspects  names  should  be  furnished  to  the  Grand  Jury 
and  he  did  appear  confining  his  remarks  as  outlined  above  on 
2/12/64. 

RECOMUENDATIQFS : 


Although  our  relationship  with  Congressman  Elliott 
has  been  warm  and  cordial,  it  appears  the  operations  of  his  office 
and  staff  must  be  viewed  in  the  over-all  light  of  inquiries  he  aiay 
receive  from  those  having  associations  with  the  Alabama  Highway 
P— trcl.  Accordingly,  it  appears  any  data  given  the  Congressman 
should  not  go  beyond  the  scope  of  the  general  statement  given  the 
Federal  (br’and  Jury.  It  is  recommended  that  Congressman  Elliott  be 
orally  infbrmed  by  Mr.  DeLoach*s  Office  of  the  status  of  our 
investigation  within  the  framework  of  the  statement  provided  the 
Federal  (brand  Jury  in  Birmingham. 


(ii*’ 


J 


^ y 


r\ ' i/V 


■ 


/?  , 
u 


V 


//hf^ 


- 2 - 


0-20  lRf». -10-15-62} 


h 


} 


Tcjft6n ^ 

Mpiir*  

C/i'sper  

CaWahan  

f Conrad  

DeLoach  tl 


IJvans 
Gale  _ 


"ullivan  

Tavel  

Trotter  

Tele.  Room 

Holmes  

Gondy 


■7?" 


^ R ]■  1 

/J6v  p 0 o y.-  V 


UFI-51 


'll 

lil 

!l 

f 

h 


(BOMEINGS)  .! 


LAST  MONTH, 

THE„ANNC.U^iCEKENT,  SAID  '- 
TN  OUESTIONED  ABOUT  A BOMBING  - 

^Tvr^S?iJR?5?c'Tiei*i.«PlT’**PjL  WHICH  KILLED  FOUR  NEGRO  GIRLS  AND 

RAILVAy”tkIS^YEAr!  PLAGUi^D  THE  STRIKEBOUND  FLORIDA  EAST  COAST 

roimf  TORE™ iTicis'‘opDyNAmTC  AUTOKCBIL^  COTOTY  AUTKORITIES 

COUNTY  AUTHORITIES  CHARGED  HIM  WITH  ILLEGAL  TOSSESSi™  OR  nYMli«lTr 
, OLIVER  VEATHERHOLT  OF  THE  FLORIDA  SHERIFF^  BUREAU  SAID®MWN^ 
^M^VILL  BE  CHARGED  -«TH  VHATEVER  YOU  CHARGE  a“mAk''fOr'bOMb!nG  ^ " 

„ WAS  INJURED  VHEN  THE  BOMB  W'ENT  OFF  IN  THE  FARIY  yrtTJMTwr 

b™^EORiE“”R?''hLLIAM‘FfiOM''lfs"FCUN™^^  W-V°I  r“i  / 

3/A--TD1 OSPES^  «ox  RF:coRneb 


NOT  RCCOROCb 
12SMAR  5 ill64 


I 7;  v>  A ^ 
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WASHINGTON  CAPITAL  NEWS  SERVICE— 


u.\T 

ofN.  tf«.  pto.  if 

-'-'United  stai  g ^ __  ernment 

Memorandum 


SUBJECT:  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOmiKG  OF^SXTTS^ira 
STREETBAFTIST  CHUECH 
BIBUINGHAU,  AXjAB&KIA 
SEPTEUBEB  15,  1963 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


PURPOSE  OF  MEMORANDUM: 


To  summarize  the  facts  In  tfie 
Sixteenth  Street  Baptist  Church  in  Birmingham '‘^Al'i^ama, 
on  9/15/63.  ^ 


THE  BOMBING: 


At  approximately  10:19  a.m,  on^/1^6^  while 
church  services  were  being  held,  an  e:^oslon  ripped  the 
church  tearing  out  a concrete  stairway  and  blasting  a hole 
in  the  side  wall.  The  room  directly  affected  was  a ladies 
lounge.  Four  jroung  Negro  girls  were  killed  and  16  other 
persons  were  ln;}ured.  “ ^ 


It  was  estimated  that  the  bomb  consisted  of  the 
equivalent  of  10  sticks  of  dynamite  and  damage  to  the  church 
was  estimated  at  approximately  $30,000. 


THE  BUREAU'S  INVESTIGATION: 


ijjEC.9  /.'7, /4' 


A 


jLramwaimexy  upon  xetir’iiAUK  ux  oxsaexex',  a xuxx 

investigation  was  immediately  instituted  and  all  possible 
assistance  was  immediately  offered  to  local  authorities, 
special  squad  of  Agents  plus  Laboratory  personnel  were 
dispatched  to  Birmingham  to  help  in  the  investigation.  A 
top  Bureau  official  was  ordered  in  to  head  up  the  special  ~ ^ 
squad.  . . , ^ 

' • : d4KAR.JL0  bo4 

1-  ''  Instructions  were  issued  to  our  Birmingham  Office 


and  to  the  eight  neighboring  Bureau  offices  to  immddi 
initiate  .interviews  of  all  known  Elansmen  and  hate  group 
members  and  to  establish  the  udiereabouts  o^ftlkll  bombing 
suspects  during  the  pertinent  period. 

1 - Mr.  Mohr 

1 - Mr.  DeLoach 
“ Mr,  Evans 
RBL:nkr  (9) 


531 


Uemorandum  to  Ur«  Belmont 

p]g»  Tiwrunim  SUBJECTS*  J^MBIKG  OF 

' ' SXXTEEliTH'STREET’BAPTI^^ 


Extensive  Intervievs  of  all  logical  persons  wlio 

(might  have  had  knowledge  of  the  bombing  were  co8g>leted  by 
the  Birmingham  Office*  These  Interviews  running  into  the 
thousands  included  all  persons  in  the  church;  all' residents 
of  the  area  for  blocks  around  the  church;  all  tiadesmen  and 
business  people  in  the  area;  police,  fire  and  civil  defense 

(personnel;  all  persons  idxo  came  through  the  area  on  subsequent 
days  and  the  suppliers  of  explosives* 

As  a result  of  the  intensive  investigation  and 
our  informants,  infosrmation  was  developed  on  a small  group 
of  men  within  the  East view  Elavern  of  the  United  Elans, 

Enlghts  of  the  Eu  Elux  Elan,  as  probably  being  responsible 
I for  the  bombing*  We  intensified  our  investigation  of  this 
f groT^.  Included  in  this  group  were  Robert  Chambliss, 
i Charles  Amle  Cagle  and  John  Wesley  Hall* 

PREMATURE  ACTION  BY  THE  ALABAMA  HICaiWAY  PATROL; 

On  9/29/63  and  10/1/63,  the  Alabama  Highway 
I Patrol  arrested  Ihe  above  three  suspects  and  held  them  for 
I 48  hours  before  placing  a charge  against  them  of  Illegal 
possession  of  dynamite.  The  three  men  were  convicted  and 
I each  received  a maximum  sentence  of  a $100  fine  and  180 
j days  in  Jail*  The  three  men  have  appealed  and  are  presently 
i I free  on  bond. 

We  have  been  reliably  informed  that  the  Alabama 
Highway  Patrol  had  no  evidence  against  these  men  and  the 
arrests  were  made  on  the  direct  orders  of  Colonel  A1  Lingo, 
Director  of  Public  Safety  of  Alabama,  since  he  was  Informed 
that  we  were  considering  these  men  as  prime  suspects  and 
I wanted  to  ”JUBp  the  gun,**  An  official  of  the  Patrol  has 

I confidentially  advised  us  that  responsible  police  officers 
were  infuriated  by  the  action  of  Mngo* 

EFFECT  ON  ELAN  AND  HATE  GROUPS; 


Due  to  the  Intensive  investigation  of  Elan  and 
hate  groups  during  this  period  throughout  the  South,  we  know 
that  these  groups  have  been  seriously  hindered  in  their 
operations  and  have  lost  members  and  support.  These  groups 


4*tio4* 


- 2 - 


) 


Hemorandum  to  Ur«  Belmont 

RE:  BNEKOVN  SUBJECT;  BOMBING  OF 

SIXTEENTH  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


aware  of  the  Identities  of  their  individual  members. 
ACTION; 


We  know  we  are  on  the  right  track  in  our 
inquiries  and  intensive  investigation  is  continuing 
on  the  Chambliss  group  to  pinpoint  responsibility  for 
the  bombing.  All  leads  are  given  immediate  attention 
and  all  activities  are  being  handled  with  the  highest 
priority. 


- 3 - 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA  DELETED  PAGE  INFORMATION  SHEET 


Page(s)  withheld  entirely  at  this  location  in  the  file.  One  or  more  of  the  following  statements,  where 
indicated,  explain  this  deletion. 


Deleted  under  exeniptionls) 

material  available  for  release  to  you. 


iOblCo) 


n Information  pertained  only  to  a third  party  with  no  reference  to  you  or  the  subject  of  your  request. 

Q InfotinatiOT  pertained  only  to  a third  party.  Your  name  is  listed  in  the  title  only. 


I — i Doeumcnts  originateo  with  another  Government  agency(ies).  i nese  documents  were  referred  to  that 

agency(ies)  for  review  and  direct  response  to  you. 


Pages  contain  information  furnished  by  another  Government  agency(ies).  You  will  be  advised  by  the  FBI  as 
to  the  releasability  of  this  information  following  our  consultation  with  the  other  agency(ies). 


Page(s)  withheld  for  the  following  reason(s); 


n For  your  information: 


The  following  number  is  to  be  used  for  reference  regarding  these  pages; 

^ 9c>C 


xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

X DELETED  PAGE(S)  X 
X NO  DUPLICATION  FEE  X 
X FOR  THIS  PAGE  X 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FBl/OOJ 


4-312  (R«v.  l.lfl.62) 


} 


Permanent  Serial  Charge  Out 


It  is  noted  that  Birmingham  has  specifically  requested  that  the  unit 
I operate  on  37  Me/ s,  fiSnee  a specific  frequency  has  been  specified,  it  is 
assumed  that  locally  there  is  no  interference  problem.  Additionally,  from  a 
security  standpoint,  any  frequency  diosen  can  of  course  be  monitored  providing 
appropriate  receiving  or  monitoring  equipment  is  placed  within  the  transmitting 
range  of  the  transmitter. 


.€ 


Memorandum  to  Ifir*  Conrad 
Re;  BAFBOMB 


R£C(»AMENDAT10N; 


Hiat  the  above  obserrations  be  forwarded  to  ibe 
or  review  and  if  that  divieion  concurs. 


c^dering 

ormatLon  will  be  siQq}lied  by  the  laboratory.  (2)  That  Birmln^am  be 
advised  that  equipment  is  beii^  purchased  and  will  be  furnished  to  them. 
Cost  of  purchase  should  be  charged  to  Birmin^am. 


ADDEMDUM: 


2/10/64 


BBL;nkr 


The  General  Investigative  Division  agrees  with 
the  above  recomnendatlon. 


4-312  (R*v.  l-lt-62i 


Permanent  Serial  Charge  Out 


FD-36  (R*¥.  12-13-S6) 


Transmit  the  following  in 

AZRTEL 


Date:  1/31/64 

(Type  in  piwn  text  or  code) 

AIRMAIL  - 8BG1STERED  HAIL 

(Priority  or  Method  of  Uailing) 


i , TO: 


&PBOMB 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-.1025) 

SAC,  BIRHINGHAH  (157-352-SF-2) 


"JUNE" 


ReBuairtel,  1/22/64. 


Reairtel  requested  Birmlnghan  to  advise  if  the  install 
can  be  installed  with  full  security.  It  is  felt  that  installs 
can  be  oade  with  full  security,  however,  there  is  always  a remo 
possibility  that  discovery  may  be  made  should  repairs  to  the  re 
dence  be  effected  unbeknown  to  this  office. 


Bureau 

1 FBI  Laboratory 


, i’D-36^R*v.  12-13-56) 


u 


Date: 


3-9-64 


Transmit  the  following  in 
AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 

AIR  MAIL 


(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailirtg) 


TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 


DIRECTOR,  FBI 
SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352) 

-^PBOMB 

I A r ^ jL . *1 

On  the  late  afternoon  March  5,  1964 


.^cMILLAN,  a free-lance  writer  froii.. Aiken, „South  Car^ina^  made 
an  appearance  at  the  Birmingham  Office  and  a3vi^^''Tfr  substance 

He  presently  resides  at  Aiken,  South  Carolina,  Post 
Office  Box  299,  and  has  telephone  number  MI  9-4747,  His  agent 
presently  has  him  working  on  an  article  for  the  Saturday  Evening^,.-^" 
Post  entitled,  "The  Search  for  the  Birmingham  Bombers,"  He  ha^^  i” 
been  in  Birmingham  for  two  days  and  in  the  course  of  two  days  ofj^. 
inquiry  had  talked  to  several  individuals,  't 

McMILLAN  said  he  spoke  to  Sheriff  MEL  BAILEY,  of 
Jefferson  County,  for  about  half  a day,  and  that  BAILEY  "said  a 
lot,"  including  comments  concerning  his  opinion  of  the  Alabama 
Highway  Patrol,  and  then  at  the  end  of  the  conversation  BAILEY 
asked  him  not  to  print  it.  He  also  spent  one-half  day  with 
Lieutenant  MAURICE  HOUSE  and  Detective  MARCUS  JONES,  of  the 
Birmingham  Police  Department,  who  took  him  on  a half-day  tour 
of  various  areas  of  interest  and  gave  him  general  information, 
including  some  form  of  a colorful  "kiss  of  death"  deal,. but 
did  not  provide  him  with  any  specifics.  He  also  spoke  to  the 
Negro  minister  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist  Church,  who  indicated 
he  had  given  the  FBI  a list  of  members  of  his  congregation  and 
that  a large  number  of  Negroes  had  been  interviewed.  He  stated 
that  he  is  the  person  who  wrote  the  article  for  "Life"  Magazi 
recently  concerning  ^ bombings  in 

(^^3^ureau  - AM 
I-Savannah  - AM  (info.) 

:*mingham 


f 


BH  157-352 


Atlanta,  Georgia.  He  said  his  objective  in  writing  the 
article  is  not  to  be  critical  of  any  law  enforcement 

article  there  would  be  a spotlight  focused  on  one  man 
in  the  case  who  is  considered  a i ngigal  finisTiftot:  but 


McMILLAN  stated  he  had  also  contacted  U.  S. 
Attorney  MACON  L.  WEAVER,  Birmingham,  who  provided  him 
with  some  general  background  information  and  indicated 
"that  there  were  thousands  of  persons  interviewed  by  the 
FBI.  He  mentioned  that  Assistant  U.  S.  Attorney  R.  MACEY 
TAYLOR  suggested  that  he  drop  by  this  office  even  though 
TAYLOR  pointed  out  that  we  were  not  in  a position  to  comment 
on  the  matter.  He  stated  he  had  endeavored  to  have 
TAYLOR  comment  or  render  an  opinion  as  to  whether  the 
arrest  of  three  individuals  on  about  September  1,  1963, 
in  connection  with  local  transportation  of  dynamite 
charges  had  jeopardized  the  success  of  any  FBI 
investigation. 


t 


McMILLAN  stated  that  before  he  walked  into 
the  FBI  Office  he  was  aware  of  the  fact  that  we  probably 
could  not  answer  any  questions  he  mi^t  have,  but  he 
still  wanted  to  drop  by  to  get  acquainted.  Ke  said 
that  actually  he  did  not  need  many  facts  to  write  his 
article.  He  said  his  article  could  be  prepared  with 
surprisingly  few  facts  and  would  be  filled  with  human 
interest  items.  He  asked  one  specific  question,  that 
is,  whether  the  arrest  by  the  Alabama  Highway  Patrol  on 
about  September  1,  1963,  had  jeopardized  the  success  of 
any  other  investigation  in  the  Bapbomb  case.  He  was 
told  that  we  certainly  could  not  comment  on  that,  and 
ouP  posx^ion  'tiixs  Cci5$  xs  no  ’tlian  xt 

would  be  in  any  other  case  because  traditionally  we 
have  never  placed  ourselves  in  a position  where  we 
evaluate  the  efficiency  or  inefficiency  of  any  other 
law  enforcement  agency  and  it  is  not  our  prerogative 
to  make  such  comments.  He  stated  that  he  anticipates 
returning  to  his  home  within  the  next  several  days 
and  in  the  near  future  may  drop  by  to  see  AAG  BURKE 
marshall  or  ED  GUTHMAN  of  the  Department  for  some 


inclined  to  doubt  whether  it  would  be  necessary. 


2 


Sic,  Bliwlngluui  (157-352-8F<^) 


Varch  11,  1964 


Director,  IBX  (157-1025) 


1 r MITi  P^^"***"^*- 
1 - Mt»  llnlir  11 
■ 1 . Mji‘  . Itoaeiy^ 

1 - Mr.  Callahan  (A-U:  , - 

Mr.  Newman)^«ZrAt^ 


Beurairtel  1/31/64,  Bntel  2/12/64  and  urad  2/13/64 
oqncmiing  your  request  for  a eoBMreial  appearing  tranenitter 
to  operate  on  37  He/s  for  use  In  captioned  ease. 


tlWi&  «• 

F-606, 


One  Fargo  Transnltter,  Model  F-601T,  with  Instruction 

m V>— AC  OnwAi*  Suimlv.  Modal 

LU  »— ■ — - — ra — .. 

are  being  shipped  to  your  offioe  under  separate  cover. 


Appropriate  inventory  changes  should  he  sade. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  above  equipsent  does  not  bear 
serial  nusbers. 


This  equipment  should  be  returned  to  the  Kireau 
when  no  longer  needed  in  your  office. 

Shipment  of  the  above  equipment  does  not  constitute 
authority  for  Its  use  on  this  or  future  cases.  Such  authority 
Bust  be  obtained  separately. 


NOTEi  Purchase  of  above  equipment  for  Birmingham  Office 
authorized  by  memo  Mr.  Millen  to  Mr.  Conrad  dated 
2/7/64. 


MAILELtg  ' 

mar  1 1 ^964 


_C0MM-FB1 


Tolaon  _ 
Belmont  . 

Mohr  

Caaper  _ 
Cullahcn 


Conrad  _ 
DeLoocb 
Evans  _ 


Gale  

Boaen  — 
Sullivan 


Trotier..,  « 
TeJe.^ooro  ■ 

Holmes  




'TELETYPE  OKP 


£X-108 


MAIL  ROOM 


3 


3/11/64 


Airt«l 


To:  lUc,  Bl»inghaji  (157-353) 

Front  DlroctOTf  FBI 


If  not  already  done,  subait  original  and  neren 
copies  of  letterhead  nemorandum  containing  pertinent  details. 
This  natter  should  be  followed  closely  and  the  Bureau  prosit ly 
advised  of  any  pertinent  developnents.  If  letterhead  neaorandun 
subnitted,  advise  date  and  caption  of  connunication. 


FHF:nac 


Bcloont 

Uoltf 


teletype  unit  I I 


SC- a' 


/S''7^/cz~r-  f// 

19  MAR  12 1S64 
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3/10/k 

GENERAL  INVESTIGATI\  | DlVlSlON 

This  information  is  being 
furnished  Civil  Rights  Division  of  the 
Department  and  will  be  furnished  in 
witing  to  Assistant  Attorney  General 

Birmingham  being  instructed  to 
advise  appropriate  local  authorities  regarding 
bombs  mentioned  in  attached  teletype. 


J 


•pJoU&n  __ 
6«lmoitt  . 
Mohf  — 
Caiptr . 
CflJlahan  , 

E^ssr 


DECODE  O 

oAlRGRAM  a CABLEGRAM  xkxRADIO 


p y 


Evoa 


Gal* 

Ros»n  _ 

Sullivan 

Tflv*J  

□ TELETYPE  ^ 

Gandy  - 


U^ENT  : 2-I3-6I4. 

TO  DIRECTOR- 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  151750 

^BAPB^MlV  REBUTEL  FEBRUARY  12  LAST.  ^ ^ 

~ FREQUENCY  59. 06  MEGACYCLES  COULD  NOT  BE  USED  DISCREETLY  AS 
p THIS  IS  THE  SAME  FREQUENCY  BIRMINGHAM  POLICE  DEPARTMENT  USES  FOR  I 
/ portable  on  THE  PERSON  TRANSMITTING  DEVICE.  THEREFORE,  COMMERCIAll 
TRANSMITTER  ON  37  MEGACYCLES  APPEARS  MORE  ACCEPTABLEj. 


RECEIVED: 


1:19  PM 


to  'S- 

M BS 


'o 


'3. 


Oc]  Hr.  Tt'Ser/J 

Hr.  M^Gt  iata  rJ 


;3kS  191954 


jiX.10* 


v,i¥. 

If  t/ie  intelligence  contained  in  the  above  tneeMoge  is  to  be  disseminated  outside  the  Bio^eau,  it  is  suggested  that  it  be  suitably 
parapftrased  m order  to  protect  the  Bweau*s  cryptographic  systems^ 
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0 


Tolcofl  _ 
Belmont  . 
Uohr 


Sulllvon 
Tairel  *. 
Trotter 


HoliMe' 

Gendy 


yrr- 

_JLADXQ€3UW 


/<t: 

UUIUE  " 


3/12/64 


JHEnDEQttP 


to  SAC  BUtMXRGBAli  (157-353) 
milJ^ZBlSCTOB^l  (157-1025) 

(baAPBOMB,- 

DlSOOHTnnil  80BKZS8I0H  OF  BUULT  SOMUABY  TSLITYPIS* 
tHSTKAO,  StTBKlT  SUIOIASY  AZSTSL  BACH  rBlSAt.  AVT  IMPOfiTAHT 
OBTBLOPUXraS,  OF  COUBSl,  SQOtJU>  BE  FUBK16BED  TO  THE  BOEEAH 
BY  TELEPHONE  OR  TELETYPE  IHXCUEVEK  18  APFROFBXAIS,  OONTZNUE 
TO  AFFORD  THIS  INTESTXOATION  EXPEDITIOUS  ATTENTION. 

SBLtnkr 
(3) 

NOTE:  If  next  radio  contact  missed,  send  plain  text 

deferred  teletsnpe. 

This  case  involves  the  bombing  of  the  16th  Street  Baptist 
Church  on  9/15/63  in  Birmingham,  The  Birmingham  Office  has 
been  submitting  a daily  summary  on  developments: 

however,  we  believe  we  are  on  «t^|^^ght  track  in  investigating 
a particular  group.  The  investigation  has  reached  the  point 
where  the  submission  of  a weekly  airtel  willlsuffice. 


IS 

— BuSKU'Of' IN 
r u.  s.  DEPARTMENT 

>^tewu:.’iCATic 


MARI 


Callohon f_ 

Conrad 
DeLoach  - 

Evans  — 

Gole  


^ / 


j rouer  \ - Jt 

MAIL  ROOM  LUj  teletype  WIT 


I 


J 


TELETYPE 

7-/?fictz 


fD-36iSiev.  13-13-561. 


Approved 


MO  157-416 


The  Photo  Unit  is  requested  to  expedite  process- 
ing this  film  and  produce  tv;o  copies  of  each  print  and 
forward  to  the  Birmingham  Divisl  along  with,  the  negatives 

/ ' Thet  Photo  Unit  Is'"  requested  to  ‘return - the  ■ film  ~ 

box  tp  MoblleV-' 


2 


Uarch  12,  1964 


^ILB  (157-416)  (EtK!) 

REC-43 

Director,  FBI  (167-1025) 
BAZBQICB 


BOUBINQ  HATTERS 


Reference  is  made  to  your  communication  dated  S/26/64  transmitting 
I I negative(s)  TYl  film  □ photograph(s)  □ document(s)  □ 
pertaining  to  the  above-captioned  matter. 

In  accordance  with  your  request  ^jfilm  has  been  developed 

I 1 enlargement(  s)  made 
I I positive  copy  made 

0 print(s)  made 

1 I slide(s)  made 

I I negative(s)  made 
I 1 Photostats  made  r 


The  above  is  □ attached 

I I being  sent  under  separate  cover,  via  □ registered  mail 

I I REA  Express 


Zn  accordance  with  your  req.uest  the  prints  together 
with  negatives  are  being  forwarded  to  the  Birmingham 
Office.  The  film  box  is  attached. 


4 :>o  . -tto- 
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■ Before  departing  he  said,  "I  guess  1 might  be 

considered  a radical  or  liberal  because  I have  been  ' ' 
throughout  the  South  in  many  places  making  a study  of 
racial  matters."  He  said,  "I*  shouldn’t  tell  you  this, 
but  my  agent  recently  secured  a request  from  the  ' 
’Atlantic  Monthly’  asking  me  to  prepare  an  article 
concerning  the  role  of  the  FBI  in  the  South."  ' He  said 
he  is  concerned  about  the  role  of  the  FBI  because  he  uas 
at  Oxford,  Mississippi,  and  observed  agents  standing  by 
at  Oxford  taking  notes  and  photographs  while  people 
were  being  hurt.  He  said,  "On  the  other  hand,  I do  not 
want  to  write  an  article  which  would  necessarily  be 
critical  of  any  law  enforcement  agency,  and  I am 
interested  in  writing  a balanced  article."  He  stated 
for  that  reason  he  might  check  with  the  Bureau  although 
he  has  not  had  any  contact  with  the  Bureau  in  the  past. 

I told  him  that  we,  as  a matter  of  policy, 
never  try  to  influence  any  member  ot  the  news  media 
field  in  any  manner  or  tell  him  what  to  print  or  not 
to  print,  but  that  in  the  event  he  has  any  information 
of  a derogatory  nature  concerning  the  FBI  we  would,  of 
course,  certainly  appreciate  an  opportunity  to  "set  the 
record  straight."  He  was  told  that  if  he  desired  to 
contact  the  Bureau  he  should  contact  Assistant  Director 
DeLOACH  or  someone  in  Mr.  DeLOACH's  office,  and  he 
indicated  he  would  give  consideration  towards  such 
a contact  if  he  .did  decide  to  contact  the  Bureau. 

Mr.  McMILlAN  was  afforded  courteous  treatment, 
but  he  was  not  provided  any  information  whatsoever 
concerning  the  Bapbomb  case  except  the  fact  that  the 
matter  is  still  receiving  continuing  investigative 
attention  with  a view  towards  its  ultimate  solution. 
Beyond  that,  I told  him  that  we  simply  had  no  comment 
to  make  as  the  matter  was  still  in  a pending  status. 

This  communication  is  being  furnished  to 
the  Bureau  as  a matter  of  information.  The  Birmingham 
Office  has  no  background  on  McMIbLAN  and  no  way  to 
evaluate  his  reliability,  although  on  the  surface 
it  appears  that  he  is  a typical  free-lance  writer  who 
would  jump  at  the  opportunity  to  pick  up  any  loose 

facts  available  and  with  the  aid  of  some  literary 

T ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ +n  •p^•rvaT^ar>o  cftmo  'Fr>T>m  n-F  a n OT’f  U 1 

= = w-w  w ......  — » ...  

or  Startling  article. 
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J010-104 


UNITED  STATES  GO"^'RNMENT 

MemoranUum 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-105..,,, 
ATTENTION;  MECHANICAL  SEC® 


SAC,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-3521 
subject/^"’'^APBOMB 


I ate; 


3/14/64 


Under  separate  cover  there  Is  being  forwarded  two 


It  is  requested  that  8 x 10  enlargements  be  made 
of  subject  matter  and  two  (2)  copies  of  each  be  forwarded 
to  this  office. 


3-S34  (Rev.  7-18-63) 


J 


SAC,  BIEIUKOEAM  (157-552)  ' Itarch  18,  1964 

Director,  FBI 

BAIBOMB 


Reference  is  made  to  your  communication  dated  5/14/64  transmitting 
□ negative(s)  jj[  film  □ photograph(s)  Q documentf^  □ 
pertaining  to  the  above-captioned  matter. 


In  accordance  with  your  request  Ujlilm  has  been  developed 
V [jg^enlargementf  s)  made 

I I positive  copy  made 
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FBI  Bp^WGHAM 

8-iypM  CSX  DEFERRED  3-25-SA  HEP 
to/director  (157-1025) 

FROM  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  IP 

iEmytel  march  ninth  instant. 


,.V 

<■ 


REFTEL  REFLECTS  JUDGE  GEORGE  LEWIS  BAILES  CONTINUED  CASE 
AGAINST  IROBERT  E.  CHAMBLISS  TO  MARCH  TWENTVFIFTH  INSTANT.  THIS  'WAS 
DATE  TRIAL  SET  FOR  JOHN  WESLEY  HALL  AND  CHARLES  A.  CAGLE,  WHO  WERE 
TRIED  AND  CONVICTED  IN  CITY  COURT  FOR  ILLEGAL  POSSESSION  DYNAMITE 
AFTER  ARREST  BY  STATE  OFFICIALS  UNDER  PERSONAL  DIRECTION  OF  COL. 

AL  LINGO.  CASE  WAS  APPEALED  TO  CIRCUIT  COURT. 

RECORDS,  STATE  CIRCUIT  COURT,  BIRMINGHAM,  REFLECT  JUDGE  GEORGE 
LEWIS  BAILES  CONTINUED  THE  CASE  AGAINST  CHAMBLISS,  CAGLE  AND  HALL 
UNTIL  JUNE  THREE,  SIXTYFOUR, 

BIRMINGHAM  WILL  FOLLOW  PROSECUTION.  LETTERHEAD  MEMO  FOLLOWS. 


END 

NHH 

FBI  WASH  DC 
P 


SDVlfl  ^ 


E5  A/IAR  26  1964 


■53  APR  2 1964 


CC--MR.  ROSEN 
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Transmit  the  following  in 


Via 


AIRTEL 


1 

) 

F B I 

Date:  3/26/64 

(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 

AIRMAIL 

1 

TO; 

FROM 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 


-SA£:,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 
SUBJECT:  ^APBOMB 


Remytel,  3/25/64. 

Attached  hereto  are  eight  copies  of  a letterhead 
memorandum  setting  forth  information  that  cases  against 
CHARLES  A,  CAGLE,  ROBERT  E.  CHAMBLISS  and  JOHN  WESLEY  HALL, 
charged  with  illegal  possession  of  dynamite,  were  continued 
until  June  3,  1964. 


051,  cro 


Dole  



How  To,- 


' 


X 


RtO  134 


lPi9. 


I CIS  Org.  Xmt 

j y 

__/_£2^‘>'  ‘ -^3. 


le  MAR  27  1964 

-'  I- 


~ Bureau  (Enc,  8)  AM  - RM 
^ - Birmingham  Ij-i;  ri  j 

(2  - 157-352)  ‘ ii  ^ ie  bit  „ ' 

(1  - 157-390) 


- 157-361) 
(1  - 157-356) 


Approv 

'CC 


>rovet^  ; / 3 

Sp^ml  Agent 


Sent 


-;m3‘ 


-M  Per 


/w  Rcptjr,  PtaM*  Re/tr  to 
Fitf  No. 


V r 

UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  JUSTICE 
FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATION 

1400  - 2121  Building 
Birmingham,  Alabama 
March  26,  1^4 


RE;  UNKNOWN  SUBJECTS; 

BOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH  STREET 

OATyrrerr*  ricnm/^ir 

WXlWIVVIli  0XAWAXAlWA24r»ill  I 

ALABAMA,  SEPTEMBER  15,  1963 


A review  of  the  records  in  Circuit  Court,  Jefferson 
County,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  revealed  that  cases  against 
CHARLES  A.  CAGLE,  ROBERT  E.  CHAMBLISS  and  JOHN  WESLEY  HALL 
were  continued  until  June  3,  1964.  These  cases  were  scheduled 
to  be  heard  by  Circuit  Judge  GEORGE  LEWIS  BAILES. 

The  defendants  had  been  tried  and  convicted  in  City 
Court,  Birmingham,  Alabama,  for  Illegal  possession  of  dynamite 
after  arrest  by  state  officials  under  the  personal  direction 
of  Col.  AL  LINGO,  Director,  Department  of  Public  Safety,  State 
of  Alabama,  and  defendants  appealed  to  Circuit  Court. 


This  document  contains  neither  recommendations 
nor  conclusions  of  the  FBI.  It  is  the  property 
of  the  FBI  and  is  loaned  to  your  agency;  it  and 
its  contents  are  not  to  be  distributed  outside 
your  agency. 


UNITED  STATES  GOV  ^.NMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr.  DeLoa.cti^^'^'''^^ 


DATU:  3-25-64 


M A •TAnfe'S  Y /r  V 

V \ 

’’REDBOOK’*  MAGAZnd'^ 

REQUEST  FOR  INFORMATION  ON  BIRMINGHAM 
i6th  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH  BOMBING  ON 
9-15-63 


y > / f 


■>y\i 

iMu^ 


By  telegram  3-24-64,  Jeai^vans  of  captioned  publication  states  that 
they  are  closing  an  article  about  the  Birmingham  church  bombing  which  took  place 
or:  &-15-63,  and  would  appreciate  information  or  a personal  statement  by  Mr,  Hoover 
about  the  status  of  the  investigation, 

Bufiles  reflect  that  we  have  had  cordial  relations  with  "Redbook"  and  have 
furnished  them  data. 

Since  the  investi^tion  of  the  Birmingham  bombing  is  stUl  pending,  jit  is 
felt  that  we  should  telephonically  contact  ’’Redbook*’  through  the  direct  New  York  ^ne 
and  advise  Miss  Evans  that  no  further  comment  can  be  made  other  than  that  we  a/e 
investigating  the  case.  f 

^ RECOMi^IENDATION:  { 


; , I y . someone  in  your  (Mr,  DeLoach's)  office  call  Miss  Evans  at  ’’Redbook’ 

through  the  direct  New  York  line  ayiid  advise  her  of  the  pending  investigation  of  the 
^ Birmingham  bombing. 

1 - .Mr.  DeLoach  V ^ / ^ 

-A  -nr  A £lr  7 A T’t^^ORDED  \y 

A()  f) 


m r^0  0 


P no 

* I T . 

A r-  6 T 


954 

,k 


5 9 APR  9^954 


KMZ'-- 


-}  ^ iitC  OiTU  IVklDIISD 
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4/1/34 
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To:  SAC,  Birmingham  (157*^52)  JUHS 

From:  Director,  FBI  (157-1025)  — 

BAPBOMB  REG- 23 


Reurairtel  3/30/64. 

Advise  by  return  airtel  if  misiir  survey  itself 
will  involve  trespass.  Bo  not  proceed  with  survey  without 
Bureau  authority. 


JCT:nhr 

(4)^ 


NOTE: 


■?c:. 


Birmingham  Office  requested  authority  to  con^ct  a . 
survey  to  detgrm^i^JJi^^easibil^y  of  installing'  a misur  in-; 
the  home  Birmingham,  Alabama,  :'^ 

onoT-iian+  -in  +>rie:  T n ■Pm’Tnn  + 1 nn  T n" ’OT*riftT* 


for  the  Bureau  to  determine  the  advisability  of  conducting 
such  a survey. 


Belmoni  _ 

Wohr  

Casper  

Caiiahan 
Conrad  


kUf\ 

i i f { 


\ i •: 

\j  ■ 


Sullivan  , 

Tavel  

Trutter  _ 

Tele.  Room 
Ha  Inn 
Gand 


igiSAPR 


^AIL 
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Fr*’B  (Hsv.  12-13-S6) 


> 

F B 1 

Date:  3/27/64 


Transmit  the  following  in 


Via 


AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plain  lector  code) 

AIRMAIL 


(Priority,  or  Method  of  MailingJ 


DIRECTOR,  FBI  (157-1025) 

Sjy,  BIRMINGHAM  (157-352)  (P) 

Spbomb/ 

WEEKLY  SUMMARY 


to  Interview 

Birmingham,  on  3/26 

" window  but  refused  to  answer 

le  door  when  Agents  knocked.  As  Agents  were  preparing  to  leave 
the  area,  a Biraiingham  Police  car  arrived  and  officers  stated 
theywere  called  to  inve|^ieat^^a  trespass  complaint  made  by 

At  this  point /HHHHBame  from  the  house  and  demanded 
t^^^BRst  of  Aeguts^^PoHc^ofiicers  refused  to^uy^^^^^e  m 

Agents  and  told^H|H|he  would  need  a warrant. 

to  answer  all  qiie^ion? directe^at  him  while  in  the  prese"nce  of\^j 
Agents.  It  is  noted  th a appears  extremely  nervous, 
upset,  and  has  lost  a grea^^W^wf  weight. 

The  appeal  trials  of  CHARLES  A.  CAGLE,  ROBERT  E, 

CHAMBLISS  and  JOHN  WESLEY  HALL  from  Recorders  Court,  City  of 
Birmingham,  to  Circuit  Court,  Jefferson  County,  Alabama,  set 
for  3/25/64  in  the  court  of  Judge  GEORGE  LEWIS  BAILES,  were 
continued  on  that  date  to  June  3,  1964.  

Bureau  (AM-  RM)  REE- A3  / 

^^^^ngham  EX‘Ji.03^,,^  ^ I 


u n • y/icR 


'N 


Approved: 


Sent 


Per 


, -Special  Ager 
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FBi/DOJ 


FIDERAL  EUREA-J  OF  IKVESTlCATiO!! 

U.  S.  DEPARli'LiiT  OF  JUSTICE 

COMMLJNlCATlOi'iS  SECTION  , 
MAR  2 4 1964 
WESTERN  UNION^ 


BIA003  1230P  EST  MAR  24  64  WA225 

CBI>  (TLX 107}  THIS  MESSAGE  RECEIVED  DIRECT  FROM  SENDER  VIA 
lU  TELEX-PDTLX  NEWYORK  NY  24  T202P  EST  ^ 

■ \ 


L .. 


^EDGAR  HOOVER 

FEDERAL  BUREAU  OF  INVESTIGATIONS  UASHDC 
I.T  ARE  CLOSING  AN  ARTICLE  ABOUT  THE  BOMBING  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH 
STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  BIRMINGHAM,  ALABAMA  ON  SEPT.  15,  1S63 
AND  WOULD  APPRECIATE  INFORMATION  OR  A PERSONAL  STATEMENT  BY 


m.  HOOVER  ABOUT  THE  STATUS  OF  THE  INVESTIGATION 
■jean  EVANS  REDBOOK  MAGAZINE  MCCALL  CORP  : 

(17  }.' 

D 


a/ 


v''  not  PPrORDED  ( 


MR.  MOHR  FOR  THE  DjnECTOR 
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Subject 


JUNE  MAIL 


Removed  By 
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File  Number  f S'  0 I ^ '^S  - ^ ^-3 


Permanent  Serial  Charge  Out 
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Date:  4-2-64 


Transmit  the  following  in 


Via 


AIRTEL 


(Type  in  plain  text  or  code) 

AIRUAIL 

(Priority  or  Method  of  Mailing) 


Date  of  Mail 
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Subject 


JUNE  MAIL 


Removed  By 


65  APR  13  1S64 


File  Number  ^ \ ^ 


Permanent  Serial  Charge  Out 


4/8/64 


A 4 


To:  SAC,  Blrrainghan 

Froia;  Blrector,  FBI 
BAPBOMB 


Reuralrtel  4/2/64. 

Due  to  the  element  of  trespass  in  conducting:  a 
survey  looking  to\;ard  the  possible  Installation  of  a microphone 
sxirveillance,  Bureau  authority  is  not  being  given  at  this  time. 


iT*' 


RBL:nkr 

(4) 


NOTE: 


Birmingham  reauested  authorltv  -to  r.ondiio-t  n mlsn-r 


a survey,  it  will  be  necessary  to  commit  trespass.  In  view  of 
the  element  of  trespass,  authority  is  being  denied  at  this 
time. 


Date  of  Mail  ^ -V 


Has  been  removed  and  placed  in  the  Special  File  Room  of  Records  Branch. 
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See  File  66-2554-7530  for  authority. 
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File  Number 


IS  1 - lo  7-?.xS~ 
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Has  been  removed  and  placed  in  the  Special  File  Room  of  Records  Branch. 


See  File  G6-2554-7530  for  authority. 


Subject 


JUNE  MAIL 


1 ? 7 

Re.„.ed  By  65  APR  171964 


File  Number  I ■$>  H ~~  I 0 ^sS  i-' 


Permanent  Serial  Charge  Out 


FD-35  (H»v.  12-13-56) 


Date:  4/10/64 


Special  Agent  in  Charge 


\ 

) 


BH  157-352 


In  view  o£  the  erratic  behavior  of 
investigation  concerning  him  is  being  intensified. 


All  efforts  being  made  to  exploit  dissension  among 
members  of  Eastview  Klavern  No.  13,  and  investigation  con- 
cerning major  suspects  being  intensified. 


2 


1 


CODS 


4/6/64 


•aADjeattii  CODED  TELElYPE  o^rasso  r.r.n'r 
RECI  / : /-  / - ' E 

EX-103 


b 


9c 


Tolson 
Belmont 
Ma 


TO  SAC  BIBBUNGHAM  (157-352-SF-2) 

FROBl  DIBECTOB  FBI 

BAPBOMB.  ^m[[||m|||||m^^BACIiUi  MATTERS.  JUKE. 

REURAIETEL  APRIL  ONE,  SIXTYFOUB,  ADVISE  BY  EBTURK  AI3STEL 

IF  MISOB  Ain)  TESUB  SURVEY  WILL  INVOLVE  TRESPASS.  DO  NOT 

PROCEED  WITH  SURVEY  WITHOUT  BUREAU  AOTHORITY. 

1 - Mr.  Donahue ^ 

/ : 

RBL:nkr  

(4)  . 

^TE:  If  next  radio  contact  missed,  send  coded,  deferred 

teletype,  . 

The  Birmingham  Office  has  requested  authority  to 
conduct  a,  survey  to  determine  the  feasibility  of  installing 


for  the  Burea 
_such  a survey. 


Additional  information  is  needed  in  02 
Co  d^ermine  the  advisability  of  conducting 


Cosper  . 

Conrd^  . ^ . —'■PI 

n**!  Onr-Kf  ^ 

Evans  

G4I.  --  - 


SuJllvan  

Tavel  . - 

Trotter  

Tele.  Roorc  

Holmei.., r ft-nn  ~ '^Ol 

Gandyi-^.  p' , i liiAiy  RqQtfll 


VIA  TELETYPE 
ENCIPHERED  ■ 


ft 

•f 


n§ . 

W 


TELETYPE  UNIT 


\r. 

fr  ■ 

GZI 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


WASHINGTON 


ffClHTrtDEH>riAL" 


Dear  Edgar: 


■*.  April  8,  1964 


the  status  of  the  investigation  into  the  tragic 
bombing  in  Bi  rmingham  last  September. 


It  seems  to  me  no  stone  can  be  left  unturned  in 
our  attempts  to  find  the  murderer  or  murderers 
of  the  four  yoimgsters.  If  you  need  more 
investigators  or  facilities  to  accomplish  this 
goal,  do  not  hesitate  to  allocate  the  necessary 
fvinds  even  if  this  must  be  at  the  expense  of 
projects  of  lesser  importance.  Be  sure  that 
I realize  the  many  obstacles  which  have  been 
placed  in  the  path  of  your  competent  investigators. 


I wOTild  appreciate  hearing  from  you  on  the  present 
status  of  the  investigation.  It  is  also  my  vinder- 
standing  that  a number  of  bombings  in  Birmingham 
connected  with  racial  intolerance  have  remained 
unsolved  in  the  past  few  years.  I would  appreciate 
a status  report  on  these  investigations. 


Honorable  J.  Edgar  Hoover 
Director  J£4 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation 
Washington,  D.  C, 


THE  WHITE  HOUSE 


CONFtoENTlAL 


REC-  W-^  7 - Ji  ■ 


Th«  President 
The  White  Houat 


My  dear  Mr.  Preeldeot: 


1 - Mr,  Belmont 
1 - Mr,  Rosen 
1 - Mr.  MaUey 
1 - Mr,  McGowan 
1 - Mr . Lavln 
1 - Mr,  Mohr 
1 - Mr,  DeLoach 
1 - Mr.  Evans 


With  reference  to  your  letter  of  April  8,  1964, 
immedhUely  foUoviiig  the  tragic  bombing  Blrmln^d^am 
lai4  Septomber,  X ordered  a apeclal  equad  of  Agento  to 
Birmingham  under  the  pereonal  direction  of  a top  official 
of  thlfl  Bureeti^ 


An  all-out  around-the-clock  Investigatkm  waa^ 
instituted  concerning  this  tragic  bombing  and  the  full  ^ 
resources  of  toe  Bureau  ivere  made  available  to  the  looal 
authorities  so  that  no  stone  would  be  left  unturned  in  oi^  I 
ettorts  to  find  toe  murderer  or  murderers  of  the  child^^ 
bi’.^onnectlco  with  this  case  and  the  racial  incidents  In  ^ 
B&mingham  area,  we  have  uttUzed  a peak  of  131  AgeM^ 

,iSa  ^plte  of  the  lack  of  cooperation  by  toe  Alabama 
Bl^away^Patrol,  we  have  gcme  forward,  eettlng  aside  this 
a^  otocr  obstacles,  with  a most  extensive  and  thorough 
l^stig^l^n.  Thousands  of  Interviews  have  been  conducted 
and  exteMlve  technical  examinations  bave  been  completed 
by  our  Laboratory  and  Mentifleatloa  experts. 


ft  appears  a small  group  of  men  In  toe  Eastview 
Xlavem,  Vidtod  Klans  of  America,  toe. , Knights  of  the 
KuKlukKlan,  Is  probably  responsible  for  toe  efaureh 


DECIiASSIFII 


tei-'meiiCE 

VEC-D  BErnOMl 


^ueo 


' <!■ 

/f 

7^ 


- -■  SEE  MEMO  ROSEN  TO  BELMONT, ^ 4/10/64 

STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  BJBMmGRA]^ 

MATTER,"  RBL:cac.  / 

[ i TELETYPE  UNIT  I I \ 


iOMBING  OF  SIXTEENTH 
ABAMA,  BOMBING 


UNRECORDED  COPY  FILED  IN  / 


CON^IDENTUL 


The  Preeldent 


bombing  and  other  bombl&gt.  Hbwvrer,  tt  has  been 
Impossible  to  date  to  secure  eonfesslons  or  the 
evideiice  Dicessary  lor  prosecution. 

1b  this  eooneetioD,  we  were  greatly  hampered  when 
premature  arrests  of  suspects  were  made  by  the  Alabama 
Bigbway  patrol. 

relereiiee  to  the  bombings  in  the  Birmingham 
area,  we  hare  instituted  a total  of  six  investigatioiis.  They 
tavolTS,  In  addition  to  the  ehurcb  bombing,  ttte  bombing  ef 
the  Qaeton  Hotel  on  hlay  U,  1963}  the  residence  of  Reimreod 
A.  D.  W.  King  on  May  U,  1963;  the  residence  of  MT.  Arthur  B. 
fhores  on  September  4,  1963;  and  two  street  eaQplosions  iriilch 
occurred  on  September  26,  1963. 

The  inrestigattve  aettrity  of  this  Bureau  in  connection 
with  bombings  in  Alabama  has  besn  strictly  govenied  by  ths 
pcdicy  Xtf  the  Department  of  Justice.  As  a conseijuence; 
although  other  bombings  and  attempted  bombings  hare 
occurred  in  the  State  of  Alabama  since  the  passage  of  the 
Civil  Rights  Act  of  19^,  our  investigative  activity  has» 
pursuant  to  Departmenhd  policy,  been  confined  to  the  six 
bombings  previously  listed. 

Our  esses  sre  continuing  to  receive  the  highest 
priority  and  t have  sent  an  AaslstaiA  Director  et  this  Bureau 
to  Birminfdiam  to  Insure  that  all  possible  sbtys  to  sidve 
tiiese  cssee  are  being  takas* 


• 2 - 


CO] 


!%•  Partsidrat 


ilne«  tha  tlxna  otir  tsv«8tigatl(m  of  tbi  church 
bomUng  vu  undertakan^  thara  haa  baan  no  uhJot  bombing 
to  tha  Birmingham  araa. 

t wlah  to  paraonator  aaaura  you  that  va  art 
diracttog  tha  full  ^lUtiaa  of  tha  FBI  toward  brli^;tog 
about  a aokttion  to  thaaa  bainoua  acta. 

JtaapactfttUy  aid>mittad» 


NOTE:  This  letter  is  being  marked  "CONFIDENTIAL”  since  the 
letter  from  the  President  was  so  classified. 


Of Tie«UL  POfM  MO.  1 0 

.UNITED  STATES  GOVER^  ^NT 

Memorandum 

TO  Mr,  Belmont 


date:  April  10,  1964 


A,  Rosej^l^ 


I y 


subject:  bombing  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH 

STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
BIRMINGHAM,  ALABA?.tA 
BOMBING  MATTERS 


/r,  There  is  attached  a self-explanatory  letter  to  the 
Presideij-^  concerning  our  investigation  of  the  Sixteenth  Street 
Baptist ^hurch  bombing  and  other  incidents  in  the  Birmingham  area. 

In  our  investigation  of  the  church  bombing  and  related 
incidents  in  the  Birmingham  area,  we  have  practically  torn 
Birmingham  apart  and  have  interviewed  thousands  of  persons.  We 
have .seriously  disrupted  Klan  activities  by  our  pressure  and 
interviews  so  that  these  organizations  have  lost  members  and 
support.  We  have  harassed  the  principal  suspects  in  this  case  by 
every  possible  means  in  an  attempt  to  bring  about  a solution.  We 
have  made  extensive  use  of  the  polygraph,  surveillances,  microphone 
surveillances  and  technical  surveillances. 

Our  Agent  personnel  have  used  imagination  and  ingenuity  f\ 
to  seriously  hamper  the  activities  of  the  suspects  in  this  case  to 
such  a point  that  the  suspects  have  at  times  attempted  to  have  our/ 
Agents  arrested.  We  have  exerted  pressure  on  neighbors  and  , Jr 
employers  in  order  to  obtain  legally  admissible  evidence  tying''— y 
them  into  the  tragic  bombing,  }/ 


•TViHc  +Vii_  ...  

witnesses  from  within  come  forth  the  evidence  is  not  obtainable 
upon  which  to  base  a prosecution.  The  very  nature  of  the  crime 
destroyed  all  physical  evidence  and  the  brutishness  of  the  way 
it  was  perpetrated  leaves  the  criminal  the  opportunify'  to  be  far 
removed  from  the  scene  when  the  actual  explosion  took  place, 

t ^ 

r n J A "i 


1 - lb'.  Mohr 
1 - Mr.  Deloach 
1 - Mr.  Evans 


RBL:caC/-/  . 

~~W' 

^uMrn' 


18  APR  15  1964 


JoUpr^D  COPY  FILED 


V 


4 
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Memorandum  to  Mr,  Belmont 
RE;  BOMBING  OF  THE  SIXTEENTH 
STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH 


It  Should  be  noted  that  the  Birmingham  Office  is  under 
inspection  at  the  present  time.  We  have  exerted  extreme  pressure 
from  the  Seat  of  Government  on  this  case  but  it  is  believed 
advisable  for  Assistant  Director  Gale  to  go  dovn  to  Birmingham 
with  a fresh  viewpoint  to  go  over  the  situation  to  see  right  on 
the  scene  whether  there  are  any  additional  pressure  points  that 
can  be  brought  to  bear. 


^ doing  this,  we  can  then  say  in  the  letter  to  the 
President  that  the  Director  has  sent  an  Assistant  Director  of 
this  Bureau  to  Birmingham  to  insure  that  all  possible  steps  to 
solve  these  cases  are  being  taken.  ^ C 

RECOMMENDATION 

That  the  attached  letter  to  the  Resident  be 
that  the  full  facilities  of  the  FBI  are  being 
about  a solution  to  these  cases. 


1. 

assuring  him 
directed  toward  bringing 


2. 

Birmingham  in 


That  Assistant  Director  Gale  be  ordered  to 
line  with  the  above. 


- 2 - 
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